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Summary-Abstract Writing

“A summary briefly restates, in your own words, the main points of a work in a way that does not misrepresent or distort the original. A good summary shows your grasp of main ideas and your ability to express them clearly. You need to condense the original while giving all key ideas appropriate attention” (Seyler, 2008, p. 13).

Seyler, D.U. (2008). Read, reason, write: An argument text and reader. Boston:

 McGraw-Hill. 

To review writing summaries, see pages 11, 442-444 in your textbook.

Assignment

1. Find a 3-5 page (5-9K) article using Proquest database. Go to proquestk12.com.  Enter the user id:  91-86556 and the password:  bigchalk.  (Note:  at home enter REMOTE after the numbers in the user id.) Choose the My Products button next.  Enter Personal Finance in your keyword area.  Uncheck all sources and select only newspapers and magazines.  Search.  

2. Select an article that interests you and centers around personal finances. The article must have an author listed, and it must originate in the United States.  You can sort by size to be sure to choose an article 5-9K in size.  READ the article.
Note:  Students who plagiarize an abstract in the database will receive an F.
3. Write a 120-word summary paragraph of the article in your own words. 

a. Reminder: Use APA format--Type your paper using double-space, 12-point font size in Times New Roman.

b. Identify the title and the author (first and last name) of the article in the first sentence.
c. Do not give a personal comment—no I, Me, My, etc.

d. Refer to the author by last name in text.
e. Do not use direct quotes in the summary.
f. Present ALL main ideas of the article.
g. End with an accurate APA in-text citation.  See text for examples.

h. Indicate word count following paragraph--see example.)

4. Make sure you do in-text citation and a reference citation using APA documentation format. Your reference page should be on p. 2, titled Reference. (See example)
5. Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuations, and sentence structure.
6. Submit the article by email.  In Proquest, choose the email icon on the top left of your page.  Send to both my address and your address.  The subject line should read:  last name, first initial, hour, finance , author’s last name.  e.g. jonesp 1 finance Murphy
7. Submit summary by email.   Subject line:  last name, first initial, hour, finance
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Personal Finance
 
In “Nobody Deserves a Good Spanking” by Megan Clarke (2008), she is against spanking.  She uses a counting system to not only discipline her children, but also to calm herself down. Clarke, a Christian, believes parents should follow Jesus’ example of love and non-violence to discipline. Therefore, parents should use love and non-violent methods to discipline their children. She argues spanking only helps parents relieve their anger when other methods of discipline fail. Instead of hitting, she believes parents should take time out, count to 10, reflect on God’s love for them, and decide on non-violent ways to discipline their children. In the end, she thinks this will create a more peaceful society and home (Clarke, 2008).  (Word count: 115)
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